4% 
> a A v ” 


5 The Gch if England Ea. 2 s 
Scriptural and Primitive Foundation. 


. 
A...» * " 8 
** - 


| 1 
2 Tl, Preached i = 1 
Sheffield Church, 1 

| 2 The Twelfth Day of 1 


In the Year of Our Lord 1 


| 


By FRANCIS 75607 A. M. 


3 of Treeton, and formerly Fellow | | 
of Lins — in . 


_ Foun 
3-1 Printed by — for the — I 7 10. 
8 2 


* Gow Fake 5 | 


POR 


8 2 7 
„en VA > "Lp 
7 as 5 ? 40.4 


To my'dearly beloved Lincoln Colledge 


ly Generous, nobly Spirited, and learned Doctor 
Fitz. Herbert Adams, tlie Rector to the Reverend 
F Sub-ReCor, and to my once faithfull Brethern 
the Fellows; together with the Scholars, Com- 


Servitors of that moſt laudable SOCIETY, 


P 


Dear Gentlemen, 
1 younger Brother, more Proli fick therefore from 


my Brain, than from my Purſe, do here offer juſt 
Acknowledgements for all your Fawours, which 

were by me formerly not leſs deſerved, than by me now 
more worthily meditated, and readily Proclaimed. In 
this my Preſent Grief, to find it neceſſary that ſuch'as I 

\ ſhould turn Apologiſts, not only for our Dear Mother 


Church of Chrift, againſt Reproach. 

I beg you would look, when contemplating your own 

greateſt Treaſures of Learning, with Candour upon 
* . this 
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n Oxonʒ and therein to the right Worſhipful, tru- 


moners of my own matriculated Station, and 


the Univerſity, but for our Bleſſed Grand mother the 
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The Dedication. 
this my ſmalleſt Mite of Performance : Which if but. 
a Mite, it has this Excellence however of an offering, 
to be as heartily caſt into our Churches Corban, as 4 
richer Gift. | 
I bave alſo this great Satisfafiion, to declare opens 
h my beſt Wiſhes for the Church; which I cannot * 
better do, than by this Prayer. 
That God would in mercy to Her, plant fuch a 
Clergy "ah us univerſally, as true and faithfully 


to Her, ' which I can be Witneſs of, as you have 
been, and I believe are. 

And in Imitation of you, though I be unworthy 
of ſuch Patterns in almoſt all Things; yet that ſhe 
may not have one Son leſs reſolute to pay Eternal 
Y: Duty, than I ſhall ever be, through God's abundant 

Grace. Who am | 


Gentlemen, Of the moſt obligeing 
SOCIETY to mein all the 
World, while enjoying it. 

Your moſt obedient, and 
moſt humble Servant 


Francis Ixssop. 


. 


1 Corinth. XII. ver. 28, 29, 30. 


And God hat h ſet ſome in the Church, firſt 
Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prophets, thirdly 

| Teachers; after that Miracles, then Gifts 
of Healing, Helps, Governments, Diver- 

ſities of Tongues. 


Are all Apoſtles? Are all Prophets? Are all 
\ Teachers? Are all Workers of Miracles? 


Have all the Gift of Healing ? Do all ſpeak, 
with Tongues ? Do all Interpret © 


INCE according to Argument in Chapter, 
Chriſt has conſtituted a Seciety moſt Spi- 
ritual to him joined, as in the outward 

| Manner of Corporations Political; agree- 

yet with the Reſemblance of Compaction, that is 
found between the Natural or Human Body, and 
the Head: There are no Jeſs Offices in this incor- 
rated Church, with Subordinations that are fit- 
ed to the Benefit of the whole. 
I ſhall at preſent comprize what I have to ſay, 
in two Parts, which alſo comprehend the Senſe of 


the Text. 
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I. In Alluſion to the Context. If the Members 
of the Natural Body be ſnbordinate to one ano- 
ther in Dignity ; all Chriſtians by vertue of Spiri- 
tual Corporation, have their ſeveral proper Mini- 
ſteries and Stations, with Superiour and Inferiour 
Gradations. | 


And Secondly, Since no Uſurpation of Functions 
can be from each other among the ſeveral Mem- 
bers of the Human Body ; neither ſhould any Per- 
ſon-invade the Property of another in the Church 


of GOD. 

I. In Alluſion to the Context. If the Members 
of the Natural Body be ſubordinate to one ano- 
ther in Dignity; all Chriſtians by vertue of Spiri- 
tual Corporation, have their ſeveral proper Mini- 
ſteries and Stations, with Superiour and Inferiour 
Gradations. 

The Eyes ſee, the Ear hears, the Tongue ſpeaks, 
the Pallate taſtes, the Hand works, the Feet walk, 
both with variety of Honour and Uſe; which 
ſignifies every Member in Chriſt's Church do hold 
thoſe Stations with gradual Superiority and Inferi- 
ority, as here appointed from the Words before us, 
if it lies within Expreſſion to notify theſe Things, 


God has ſet ſome in the Church, firſt and fore- 
moſt Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prophets, thirdly 
Teachers; after that Healings, Governments, Di- 
verſities of Tongeaes. What 
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hat God has ſet in Society becomes immutable, 

| till he clearly Changes what he himſelf appointed ; 
1 or ſome other upon every Mutation muſt be ſup- 
1 poſed Equivalent with this Supream Appointer : 
But if this his Change, or Equivalent with hint 
cannot be found, his Order without this, ſtands 

; fixed upon unalterable Foundations. Or if this 

Great Founder of Chriſtian Society would have an- 
other Thing formed, he will have alſo his expreſs. 
ed Order for it, and with Stations too, which are - 
murually Suborinate, as in the Natural Body. 

{ ſhall the better to know how Miniſtery is cſta- 
bliſhed, ſearch, what ſuch of like fort were in Primi- 
tive Ages, with Functions neceſſary to the carrying 
on the Deſigns of Chriſtian Society; and if we may 
ſuppoſe the Architect has the full Idea of what he 
has to frame in his Mind, as that the very Houſe - 
he is to build, does really ſtand, before it be actu- 
ally erected in the Viſion of his own Thoughts: 
So I having produced the Ideal Form of Chriſt's 

Church, moſt agreeable with Primitive and Scrip- 
tural Scheme, to be ſet upon Divine Foundation; 
ſhall not be without the Erecting Art fo far, bur 
I can raiſe the preſent Church of England, as viſi- 

bly appearing to every Perſon, as the very Stee ple 
that belongs to it, with Apoſtolick Model. 

I ſhall not go for Foreign Materials in this Un- 
dertaking, as if thoſe were, when near us, to be 
fought in vain; when in the Words before ns, we 
have Collections; which when drawn forth, and 
explained, it will be apparent there needs but the 
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given above all Humane in the Apoſicſhip, when 


(4) 
Artificers hand to finiſh, where the Foundation is 
ſo moſt gloriouſly laid, above all Confutation. 
The Firſt place, which is here the primary and 
the eſſential Stone of the Building, may be attribu- 
ted to the Apoſtles. . 


God hath ſet ſome in his Church, firſt Apoſtles. 

I ſhall not enter into jangling Methods, as if 1 
denied this Office gave the beginning of Preaching 
after Chriſt, which is yet no proof to keep that 
Tallent from other Offices contained under this; 
for theſe of Superiour Orb, I own, had the Name 
of Apoſtles in the Etymology, as ſignifying Legates: 
and according to that Name they journyed at firſt 
to all Nations, and were witneſſes to Chriſt, both 
by Oral Declarations, and by Miracles ; who thus 
lead this Life, till they had planted Churches; up- 


on the effecting which, they became Biſhops over 


them, and ſuch are in theſe Days yet remaining, 
and will be ſo to the extreameſt Parts of Time. 

That theſe firſt Prelates followed the Pattern 
Chriſt gave them, did not enlarge with Magnifi- 
cence of Dominion, nor through intereſt or deſign 


did rule; but were ſuch as God ſet them in the 


Station, ſeem molt likely, as the Divine Spirit in- 
diſputably came upon them; no Impoſtors there- 
fore for that Reaſon, as ſuch a vile thing could 
neyer be confirmed with Miracles, if falſe: Or 
granting St. Paul, or other Apoſtles had been De- 
Juders in like manner, Divine Power had not been 


ſeveral 
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' ſeveral great Prodigies are attributed to them in the 
Operation. The Matter of Fact becomes undoubt- 
ed, relating to Epiſcopal Preſidence, ſince the two 
Epiſtles to Timothy, was it not ſo, had not been 
written to him in ſuch an Office : Nor is it believed, 
St. John ſpeaking of the Seven Angels of Churches 
in Aſia, was in mind, theſe ſhould ever mean the 
Fraternity of nonconforming Enthuſiaſtes. 


But Prophets, Secondly, Are mentioned to raiſe 
the Structure of theſe Eccleſiaſtick Walls. Sz 
Prophets once in a more proper Senſe, belong- 
ing to them who were indued with the Spirit of 
foretelling Things to come, became their moſt ſig- 
nificant Name, according to the Etymology of the 
Word. The Jewiſh Church with this Gift once 
did flouriſh, and the Credit then of this Office was 
ſupported with the certainty of Events; wherein 
all ſuch Caſes, thoſe ancient Propheſiers could not 
be meer Hobbiſtick Gueſſers, who demonſtrated by 
the certainty of Preſage their Miſſion from God: 
But in this Place, the Name of Prophets in the ac- 
ceptance of beſt Interpreters, without any Contra- 
diction, were the Ordinary Paſtors of the Primitive 
Church. Theſe by Dexterous expounding, and 
taking forth the whole Kernell of the Scrmtures, 
and not without explaining the Secrets of them, 
did accomodate them to the uſe of Praftice. 
Such Men, ſo called, as ancient Writers concur . 
to agree, were they in the firſt Chriſtian Age, who 
opened the obſcure Places of the Jewiſo Prophets, 
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reſating to Chriſt 5 and who exhorted them to the 
Belief of him, that he was the very Meſſiah, which 
former inſpired Men foretold was to come. 

A Prophet then of the early Chriſtian Church, 
was a Perſon ordained by the Apoſtles to ſpeak for 
the Edification, Exhortation, Conſolation, and 
Confirmation of Chriſt's Followers in the Faith. 
Great need there was of which, in the early Age 
of Chriſtianity; and upon every Exigence, the 
Apoſtles with Ordination, gathered ſuch together 
tor the Ends and Purpoſes of Propagat ing Numbers 

in the Church, by Preaching to the People. 
Out of theſe Prophets of the Goſpel, when any 
of the Apoſtolick Order dyed, who had the Names 
of Overſeers, or Biſnops, were elected Succeſſours. 
But theſe were choſen from that Part of them, 
who had the Title of Elders; not that every Per- 
ſon of Age, Gravity, and Experience, who were 
Layicks could aſſert that Name; nor had the 
Church any Order of Lay-Miniſters; which ren- 

ders a late Pretence a Wonder, how it ſnould ever 
get Grounds for Invention. 

The Prelates were then elected out of Elders in 
Orders, and preaching Miniſters of Chriſt; not ſo 
much diſtinguiſned by Age, as Acquirements wor- 
thy of Age, who being of Superiour Rank, next 
to Prelacy ; might bear very near Reſemblance 
with thoſe able Divines in our Deaneries, and 
Chapters now; and who much differenced from 
inferiour Preachers, were accounted to receive 
double Honour in the Degrees of Eſtimation * 
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fach as theſe all faithful Chriſtians pay venerable 
Rel pects, even in this Age. | 


A Third kind of Miniſters in the Catalogue to 
raiſe the Building of the Church of Chriſt, for 
greater Service, were Teachers. | 

That theſe were Doctors, no Interpreter ever 
doubted, whoſe principal Province, if Relief is to 
be repoſed upon faithful Records, was to read 
Lectures of the Law, and of the Goſpels in the 
Schools, where the Interpretation became Schola- 
ſtick, for the enervating New Sprung Hereſies; 
which cannot be unlike to the Publick Readings, 
which are now uſed in the Two ACADEMIES, 
thoſe Two Eyes of this Kingdom, over all the 


World of Dear, if not of moſt Sonorous Fame. 


In that Primitive Age, were not only Miniſters, 
who Publickly to the People preached; but ſuch 
vho with moſt Exquiſite Applauſe inſtructed pub- 
lick Schools and Colledges, no otherwiſe, than 
now it is done. It was indeed but Reaſon, which 
then prevail'd in the early Church; this outward 
Literature ſnould be academically promoted, ſince 
to train up Diſciples, not ſo Ignorant, as to become 
eaſy Preys to worldly, if not Pagan Sophiſts; be- 
came a Reaſon, for taking a more certain Method 
to rajſe able Preachers, a thing appearing every 
Day more abſolute neceſſary, as thoſe revcaled 
Gifts: becauſe leſs needed, upon following Op - 
pertunity gained of improving Chriſtians in the 
Ways of Learning, that might be able with = 
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Weapons to convince Gainſayers, and thoſe high- 
eſt Inſpirations from Heaven, it was worthily and 
truly then conjectured muſt ceaſe. In all times of 
the Jewiſh Church, even when Inſpiration ſhined 
in fulleſt Power, which is a thing that deſerves Ob- 
ſervation; the Divine Spirit yet did not uſully de- 
ſcend upon any-other, than them who were true- 
ly denominated the Sons of the Prophets; as if 
Prophecy its ſelf did owe Filiation to ſome nouriſh- 
ing Mother the Univerſity. To collect the Hi- 
ſtories, becauſe ſo noted, that concern the Eſta- 
bliſhment of publick Schools: When Elijah and E- 
liſha became Sons of theſe Sorts of Acadamies, out 
of which we read, ſeveral Prophets flitted upon - 
the Inſtigation of Jezebell, to be fed of Obadiah, - 
by Fifties in a Cave: Or to illuſtrate after what 
manner Saxzmel was Educated from his Youth, by 
the ſame Methods, would but burthen Diſcourſe. 
Enough (till is urged to make manifeſt the manner 
of Education, which outwardly aſſiſted to inward 
Prophetick Purpoſes, with the intent of building 
Perſons upon more grounded depths of Firm Liter- 
ature, that they thereby might be inabled to greater 
Advantages to teach the People the Knowledge of 
Divine Will. : | 
Ignorance in moſt early Ages of the World was 
a thing ſo much deteſted with the State of it, that 
this Cuſtom of rearing Youth in the Nobleſt At- 
tainments of ſacred Rudiments prevailed for this 
Reaſon, more ſplendidly, and becomingly among 
the Jews And this manner of inſtructing young 
3 * 2 
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Perſons continued even to the very time of the 
Apoſtles; for Perſons, like Tutors, then were 
known according to St. James's Words, to explain A#* uf. 
the Law of Moſes every Sabbath-day in the Syna s 
ogues. This manner of Education could never 
matter of Innovation in primitive Chriſtianity, 
that was ſo laudably Tranſlated from the Practices 
of the Fews. St. Luke very much commended in 
the Acts of the Apoſtles, the Church of Antioch, 
upon placeing Doctors there for the bleſſed Ends 
Divinity. The Famous School, or glorious Aca- 
demy of Alexandria, Hiſtories, with great Commen- 
dation mention; and there Panthemius, Origen, 
and that Clement, whom St. Paul ſpeaks of, were 
conſtituted Doctors, who flouriſhed with all moſt 
pleaſing Diſperſions of Learning among their deſire- 
ous Pupills. | 
Time would fail me to ſpeak of all the eminent 
Acadamies before and after the great and illuſtrious 
Conſtantine ; to mention no more than that Famous 
School of Nicomedia, ſuch a Colledge of Royal 
Youth, that Princes reſorted thither, among theſe 
Julian, that miſerable Apoſtate afterwards, whoſe 
Education mult yet be an inſtance of the Eminence 
of the Place; for however he became the Emper- 
our of the World, it is obvious, he was trained up 
in that School of Religion and Vertue; and if his 
Corruptions had not ruined him, from Foundati- 
onal building up of his Youth, he might have been 
more Princely in the bright Effulgences of Acquire- 


ments. 
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Nothing can more accumulate Praiſe to theſe 


learned and moſt decent Foundations, than the 
early riſe of them after CHRIS T; where noble and 


publick ſpirited Doctors of moſt deep Divinity, had 


the Honour to ſignalize themſelves in the Inſtituti- 
ons of publick Schools; which has been ſo rever- 
enced with Applauſe in the Primitive Chriſtian 
Church, that the pious Princes of it afterwards 
thought, that a principal Care belonging to Royal- 
ty it ſelf, was to take particular Cognizance, with 
Protection of theſe impregnableBulwarks of Chriſt's 
bleſſed Religion. | 


Moſt eminent Churches and Cities, it is moſt e- 
vident upon Hiſtorical Record, would not be with- 


out ſuch as theſe publick Univerſities, at leaſt a 


Colledge, or Colledges; wherein Principles to con- 


front invading Hereſies ſhould be taught, with the 
beſt Rudiments of Divinity learned, as the moſt pro- 
per and powerful Means, whereby both Diſcipline 
and good Manners might be thus invigorated, that 
ſuch trainings up of Youth might tend to the uni- 
verſal Benefit of publick Societies. f 
Theſe ſacred Seminaries of National Churches 
did multiply upon the Senſe of greateſt Emolu- 
ments thereby obtained; when upon the ſweet Ex- 
perience above Contutation this was found, that 
not only came from them, invincible Preachers of 
God's Word, but Miniſters no leſs aroſe, to be of 


eminence in the Common-Wealth. This is a Sig- 


nification, that a State can never be more in Ra- 
diancy of Splendor, as when joined with the ne- 
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ver to be extirpated Principles of Piety and Re- 
—_—_—.... | 

Such glorious Schools, however they be gener- 
ally reviled, and the Doctors of them traduced, 
accidentally in theſe Arraignments of their Uſeleſs- 
neſs, become the Occaſions to notify without their 
Intention, that a Diſtraction or Frenzy has obtain- 
ed a Vogue to render the Gainſayers contemptable; 
as ſuch Enmity appears not only to ſtrike at Aca- 
demick Foundations, but to harbour Malignity at 
every Co odd. The diſrelliſh of ſuch ſound 


' Diſcipline, argues only the Sicklineſs of Taſte and 


Pallate, cauſed by Feveriſh, Licentiouſneſs, with 
Deliriums in Wickedneſs: Whatever Symptoms in 


ſuch Perſons there may be of Malady, the Conſe- 


quences of theſe Railleries will end in Contention, 
Hatred, Malice, and Envy, with Frantick Vice, to 
render the Members of Chriſt's Body, for want of 
publick Literature diſorderly. 
Such can never be very even in their intellectual 
Part, when ſo great Perplexity appears, as to rail 
at Authorized Univerſities; when right Hands 


ſeem to graſp both Swords and Daggers, in Expreſſi- 


ons at them: but theſe yet conſider not the Wounds 
they thus give, do ſignify an endeavour to let forth 
all the Spirits of Religion to ſtrange Inteeblings ; 
while the whole advantage by ſuch Revilings, re- 
dounds to no Bencfit, but to make Sport tor A- 
theiſts, and all other impious Men. | 

Prayers ſtill are not wanting among the Orthodox 
to the Throne of Grace, * tender love to 2 
by 2 is 
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(1) 
his Church, and to Religion; with as great Wounds 
of Heart ſignified in Supplication, that God will 
not fail his on Conſtitutions, by the Supply of 
moſt learned Doctors, with ancient Diſciplines of 
Schools and Unverſities: And I do not doubt, but 
Hearts thus pierc d with national and univerſal Sin, 
will move God to hear and to pity, in Proportion 
to the mournful Accents of ſuch Devotions. . 


Powers, Fourthly, are added to bind the Con- 
nexion of Parts in the Spiritual Society, as with 
r 

The Text runs thus, after that Miracles; but the 
Word Miracles, is not by any Grammatical Con- 
ſtruction to be allowed Genuine in the Tranſlation, 


as gurdgetis In the Original muſt be rendred Powers: 


for which thing, I ſhall readily appeal to all who 
have Knowledge in the Greek Tongue, that I may 
not be ſuppoſed prepoſterouſly to bend any Word 
to unworthy Deſign, which in this Caſe I do diſ- 
dain. From the word Powers, when Commenta- 
tours are truly conſulted, as well as ancient Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Writers, moſt juſtly is introduced the Diſcip- 
line of the primitive Church, and with Excommu- 
nication too upon Divine, becauſe Scriptural right. 
Concurrence have ever been of Hiſtorians, and alſo 
Interpreters conjunct in the Aſſertion of Perſons of 
the primitive Age, who exerciſed a Legitimate out- 
ward Power in the Church, for reſtraining Sin. 
Elders, but thoſe ordained, not Lay ones, but 
aged in Divine Knowledge were appointed Prefects 
n = 7 4 TT one 


(13) 
in Diſcipline: Theſe corre&ed others committing 
grievous Sins, and omitting Chriſtian duty, as far 
as the outward Church Power did extend, with 
the greater Excommunication; which was called 
Anathema Maranatha. 1 Cr. 16. 
But in thoſe firſt times, Rulers in the Church of 
y » Superour Orb, not ſo much by outward Power, as 
by Efficacy of the Divine Spirit, reſtrained impious 
Perſons with ſupernatural Force; and that when 
exerted, was ſuch a Pawer, that the Emperours 
ſtood amazed at it, with greateſt Aſtoniſhment. To 
deliver Chriſtians up to Satan, to be variouſly to:- 
mented in Body and Mind; was not a thing no leſs 
doubted, than often uſed upon them, who would 4 
not be otherwiſe correded, | 
Dor was thele Terrours uſual among Chriſtians, | 
but Examples of them anciently made before, a- = 
mong Jewe, when irreſiſtability adhered to God's * 
Prophets: Such as Elijah and Eliſha; for the one , 
commanded Fire from Heaven, to deſtroy two Cap- — 
tains and their Fifties; and the other made the 2 King, 2. 
very Bears to obey him, that came forth from the 7 
Woods, and deſtroyed the Mockers of his Office. 
This Vertue was no leſs in St. Peter, when Ana- 
nas and Sapphira fell down dead through Apoſto- 
lick Office, tor lying againſt the Holy Ghoſt : Who 
in like manner brought Simon Magus to Deſtruction, 
by bringing down the feigned Bird, by the ſame 
Power; which did then exert its ſelf, to ſignify, 
St. Peter, had it to deſtroy the Impoſtor. Elimas 
the Sorcerer had not loſt his Sight; but by imme- 
| B 3 diate 
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2 Coy. 13. 
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diate Judgment coming from this Power in St. Paul, 
when he went forward to deceive the Proconſul of 
Cyprus, by his Inchantments. It is by the ſame A- 
poſtle Written, Hymenens and Alexander were de- 
livered over to Satan, to be tormented; that from 
afflicting Puniſhment, he might learn not to Blaſ- 
pheme. His threatening alſo was, if I come again, 
Iwill not ſpare you, ſince an experiment is deſired 
of Proof, I ſpeak from Chriſt: Which might let 
them know, a Power was conjunct with his Words 
to do, as he ſaid ; which would not fail to curb 
the Contemners of Chriſtian Doctrines. | 

In that firſt Apoſtolick Age indeed, there was 
great need of Vertue and Power, confiſting in 
God's irreſiſtable Spirit; ſince che Church had not 
the ſweet Aſſiſtance of Chriſtian Magiſtracy, as 
now it has, but was perſecuted by what was Pagaz - 
The advantage then from States in Judical Puniſh- 
ment againſt Offenders not concurring z theVertue 
thus diſplayed of the Divine Spirit, was not to be 
wanted, which became a ſupply to that defect in 


| heatheniſh Princes. | 


This raiſes the true Argument againſt longer 
Manifeſtations of ſame Power ; as will appear more 
fully in the Sequell of Diſcourſe, upon the word 
Governments not needed; which might be the 


_ cauſe why it ceaſed, or no other can I think to be. 


the Reaſon of it: Nor would I be too buliy in 
ſearching, what elfe might produce ſuch Manite- 


Nations, leaſt I offend, by ſaucy approach, to occult 


Counſels, which are too Divine to be inveſtigated. 
Lo Wa Chriſtian 
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- * Chriſtian Princes in tender care over the Church 
by Office, precept of Law, and publick Authoricy, 
in greater Mildneſs eſtabliſhed the leſſer Excommu- 
nication in Lieu of primitive Exciſions, which did 


fecm to be ſomething too cruel with immediate 


Rigors in the primeval Times: Since the greater, 
if perpetually produced, with the ſame Severity as 
formerly it was, becauſe not ſo needed now, might 
in theſe ſecular Gpveraments of Chriſtianity ap- 
pear; as ſtrictly T yrannical are thoſe, never too 
much to be condmned, foreign Inquiſitions. To 
reſtrain every gainſaying Perſon, not ſo ſeverely, as 
by primitive Scheme; and to puniſh the Refractory 
in gentler Ways; as if this Power was but another 
Word for Maternal Love and Indulgence, ſet forth 
the exceeding Sweetneſs of Authority, which will 
ever be found in the preſent Church of England. 

I am ſorry, I muſt mention, there have been Schiſ- 


maticks, who, when the Argument was for them, 


would have inſtituted their own Elderſhips and Ec- 
clefiaſtick Senates tothe primeval Pattern; becauſe 


that Form then, not now with them, was ſuppoſed 


the ſevereſt of Diſciplines: and ſuch a Form of 
Church Government, agreeing with the primitive 
was affected, as would ſupperintend over Magi- 
ſtracy it ſelf. If at any time, Perſons of that Alti- 
tude in theſe ſecular Stations, ſnould prevaricate 
with their then more exalted Purpoſes, to aſſert 
Divine Right in the ſuperintending Chair. 

To reduce then Eccleſiaſtical Power to this Streti- 
neſs, I hold, to be no better than raving; nor is 
it 


lf A GAP BIAS wo OS . — 
, * * . x 


(16) 

it comporting with the awful Soveraignty of Chri- 
ſtian States: Be royal Prerogative of Supremacy, 
I ſay, ever joyfully maintained, as no Man can de- 
monſtrate in theſe latter Ages of the World, when 
Chriſtian Princes Reign, how effectual Power, as 
formerly can be replaced of primeval Plentitude. 
Outward Courts of the Church, more agreeable 
with the univerſal Chriſtianity of theſe Times, and 
winning Mildneſs conſtituted, hecome the Objects 
of pleaſing Delight, not of ſlaviſhFear; when no- 
thing is aſſerted but a dutiful reveting Filiation to 
paternal Epiſcopacy : but as to the delivering up to 
Satan to be tormented, that cruelty now can never 
belong to our Chancellorſhips. The form Apoſto- 
lick of Diſcipline, I rather affirm, would be much 
too ſtrict, and too ſevere, which God in love took 
away himſelf, by ſubſtracting the immenſe Power, 
which was appendage to Church Government in 

the prime val Age. | | 
But if ſome Elderſhips ſhould affect the Supream 
Power, which the Church of Exgland diſowns, 
with thoſe Foreign Tyrannies, that have diſturbed 
other Countries of the Roman Faith: I ſhould then 
think to aſſert this very right to themſelves, can be 
of no moment, without the primitive Power in all 
the Efficaces of it; they muſt firſt ſignify they have 
it by cleanſing the Leperous, curing all manner of 
Diſeaſes, raiſing the Dead to Life, and by admini- 
ſtring ſpeedy help to them, who from Nativity were 
Lame or Impotant; or can they by the applauded 
vox Populi, ſtrike Men. dead with a Word, and do 
many 
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many Miracles that were evidently ſeen to be done 
in the Primitive Church, with the defeat of Pagan- 
iſm, and with the Aſtoniſhment of all the Princes 
of it; this would be ſome previous Token for Au- 
thority in ſuch Aſſertion, that my willing Ear 
would liſten to, at the Demonſtration of ſuch nota- 
ble Things. I ſhould be glad alſo to hear them vin- 
dicate ſuch Rights, by ſpeaking all the Languages of 
the World, without Study; as then they would 
obviate themſelves in ſomething to be Objects of 
Admiration, however Adverſaries. But ſtill theſe 
Things do exert themſelves to my Conviction, I 
am for the preſent Church, with Courts erected 
for Mildeſt ends; nor will I ever be corrupted in 
that Principle, which teaches me to affirm, That 
when the Primitive Church increaſed with the 
growth of Number, CHRIST, who aſſiſted the A- 
poſtles with the irreſiſtable Operations of Divine 
Spirit, till the gaining of outward Power, through 
racious Princes, took away the Severities of un- 
controulable Efficacy in Goodneſs to his People. 
To reduce the Church, I do preſume, to primitive 
Form, would then be too incroaching upon States, 
not ſo much to bring it to the Poſture of Infancy, 
as that of Terrour. But to leave theſe Dreams about 
Enthuſiaſtick Powers to where they principally 
belong, who can neither make good from the Al- 
mightineſs of their own ponderoully thoughtful 
Conceits, nor by any Scheme, that Chriſts Church 
will again exerciſe irreſiſtable Efficacies, with total 
Exciſions, and immediate CO I (hall —_— 
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ſo far turn Apologiſt for the Church of England 


to affirm in her Cauſe, that to reduce Epiſcopacy 
to the Poverty of Apoſtles in every Circumſtance, 
without the Aſſurance of Omnipotent Operations, 
which were Primitively performed, and which the 
Modeſty of the preſent Church of England had ne- 
ver the Arrogance to make pretences to; would be 
to betray this undeſigning Spoule of Chriſt to them, 
who are not good Friends to him, or to his Re- 
ligion. | 


I am, as for my Part, deſireous to ſhclter under 


the pleafing Influence of my Prince, and wonld c- 
ver hope to ſee our Church gently receiving Boun- 
ties from the Hand of the State, with complaiſance 
paid to theſe ſecular Powers, whick come from 
God; and where I will never, in the leaſt, doubt 
courteous Treatment : When, God be praiſed, we 
Converſe with our both Chriſtian and Religious 


Princes, not as if they were Heathens, as in early 


Ages, ſuch there were ; but Chriſtians, and good 
Chriſtians too, to whom we can pay the Tribute 
of Perpetual and moſt Faithful Allegiance. 


Gift of Healing hath the fifth Place in this Text, 
to give Soundneſs to the Primitive Church. 

If moral Evidence may paſs, which muſt con- 
vince in other Caſes, it is obvious, in that firſt 
Chriſtian Age, there were ſuch, who had Stations 

with this Sanative Qualification. It is thus adino- 


James 5. niſhed, Is any Perſon ſick among you £ let him call for 
ver. 14. the Elders of the Church, and let them Pray over him, 


anoint- 
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anointing him with Oil in the Name of tbe Lord : and 


the Prayer of Faith ſhall ſave the Sick. If Oil be the AG. 


Emblem of Healing, however the Ceremony was 


ver. I3» 


performed, the Power of Healing thereby was in- 


diſputably granted. 

Artaxerxes, King of Perſia, writ to Hippocrates 
the Phyſician Letters, promiſing great Rewards, 
upon his coming to Cure him; who would not 
yet be prevailed with ſo to do: But God conſult- 
ing the good of early Chriſtians in that Primitive 
early State, with tenderneſs over them, as of a 
Nurſe; ſhewed ſanative Mercy to the moſt Abject 
of Chriſtians, who had Divine Preſidents afforded 
to them, as to Health, through the Bounty of the 
Miraculous Faculty of Healing, which was given 


* fo, as what was thus freely beſtowed, might be 


as liberally imparted. This great Gift of Healing 
was beſtowed upon Conſideration, that Chriſtians 
were not yet a perfectly conſtituted Society; who 


wanted the Convenience of faithful and skilfull 


Phyſicians, ſince their Condition was fo perſecuted, 
In ſuch like Caſes, Chriſt's Miniſters became the 
beſt Phyſicians, with certain Event of Effect, both 


to Bodies and Souls; and if bodily Sanations by 


ſuch a Gift ceaſe ; thoſe yet, which are neceſlary 
to the Soul, belong to them, we call Pariſh 
Prieſts ; who have the Province of mingling ſound 
Doctrines, not Poiſons, even ſuch as theſe are yet 
continued with the Denomination of Soul Phyſi- 
cians, and will remain to the World's end, 
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ſo far turn Apologiſt for the Church of Ergland 
to affirm in her Cauſe, that to reduce Epiſcopacy 
to the Poverty of Apoſtles in every Circumſtance, 
without the Aſſurance of Omnipotent Operations, 
which were Primitively performed, and which the 
Modeſty of the preſent Church of England had ne- 
ver the Arrogance to make pretences to; would be 
to betray this undeſigning Spouſe of Chriſt to them, 
who are not good Friends to him, or to his Re- 
ligion. | 3 

T am, as for my Part, deſireous to ſhclter under 
the pleaſing Influence of my Prince, and wonld e- 
ver hope to ſee our Church gently receiving Boun- 
ties from the Hand of the State, with complaiſance 
paid to theſe ſecular Powers, which come from 
God; and where I will never, in the leaſt, doubt 
courteous Treatment : When, God be praiſed, we 
Converſe with our both Chriſtian and Religious 
Princes, not as if they were Heathens, as in early 
Ages, ſuch there were; but Chriſtians, and good 
Chriſtians too, to whom we- can pay the Tribute 
of Perpetual and moſt Faithful Allegiance. 


Gift of — hath the fifth Place in this Text, 
to give Soundneſs to the Primitive Church. 

If moral Evidence may paſs, which muſt con- 
vince in other Caſes, it is obvious, in that firſt 
Chriſtian Age, there were ſuch, who had Stations 
with this Sanative Qualification. It is thus admo- 


James 5. niſhed, Is any Perſon ſick among jou? let him call for 
Ver. 14. the Elders of the Church, and let them Pray over him, 


anoint- 
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anointing him with Oil in the Name of tbe Lord and 
the Prayer of Faith ſhall ſave the Sick. If Oil be the {fark 6. 
Emblem of Healing, however the Ceremony was 
performed, the Power of Healing thereby was in- 
diſputably granted. | 
Artaxerxes, King of Perſia, writ to Hippocrates 
the Phyſician Letters, promiſing great Rewards, 
upon his coming to Cure him; who would not 
yet be prevailed with ſo to do: But God conſult- 
ing the good of carly Chriſtians in that Primitive 
early State, with tenderneſs over them, as of a 
Nurſe; ſhewed ſanative Mercy to the moſt Abject 
of Chriſtians, who had Divine Preſidents afforded 
to them, as to Health, through the Bounty of the 
Miraculous Faculty of Healing, which was given 
ſo, as what was thus freely beſtowed, might be 
as liberally imparted. This great Gift of Healing 
was beſtowed upon Conſideration, that Chriſtians 
were not yet a perfectly conſtituted Society; who 
wanted the Convenience of faithful and skilfull 
Phyſicians, ſince their Condition was fo perſecuted. 
In ſuch like Caſes, Chriſt's Miniſters became the 
beſt Phyſicians, with certain Event of Effect, both 
to Bodies and Souls; and if bodily Sanations by 
ſuch a Gift ceaſe ; thoſe yet, which are neceſlary 
to the Soul, belong to them, we call Pariſh 
Prieſts ; who have the Province of mingling ſound 
Doctrines, not Poiſons, even ſuch as theſe are yet 
| continued with the Denomination of Soul Phyſi- 
| cians, and will remain to the World's end, 
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A ſixth Office, moſt neceſſary to build ap this 
primeval Church to greater Stature of Perfection, 
is manifeſtly contained under that Word, Helps. 
A ſort of Perſons are Scripturally recorded to be 
among the inferiour Miniſters, diverſified or diſtin- 
guiſhed by the Name of Deacons. Theſe were 
Helps, by giving Aſſiſtance to the Needy, whether 
Domeſticks, or Nati ves, or Foreigners; and theſe in- 
deed were an Order not to be wanted at a Time, when 
Pagan Nations boyled with perſecuting Malice, moſt 
flamingly againſt deſolate Chriſtians, who driven 
from Settlements, robbed of worldly Subſiſtence, and 
taken with Sickneſs, had no Friends to take Care 
of them; for the Sake of theſe, therefore Perſons 
in Holy Orders were appointed by the charitable *- 
Church of Chriſt. That the Apoſtles inſtituted 
Deacons, is evident, whoſe Buſineſs, it is granted, 

Aﬀs 6. Was to ſerve Tables; and a Catalogue we have of 
ver. 2. theſe in Verſe the 5th; where are mentioned, firſt 
Stephen the Protomartyr, then Philip, Prochoras, 
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas; and we admit allo, - 
with theſe was the Diſpenſation of Publick Chari- 
ties. Theſe gathered Subfidics, mentioned ſo often 
in the Pauline Epiſtles for poor Chriſtians, with 
great Care of appointing Lodging alſo tor Strangers, 
that were Refugees from perſecuting Heathens, 
Theſe Deacons, 1t may be obſerved, with the De- 
nomination of ſuch, in the Churches Miniſtry re- 
main yet. But what are empty Names, Adverſaries 
may reply, without the Nature of the Office; ſince 
: | Deacoi.s 
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Deacons in the preſent Chriſtian Age, do not ſerve 

Tables but Preach, the Order therefore of them 

ought juſtly to be renounced. We ought not to 

be too haſty in this Determination, fince ſerving 

Tables, at the Initiation into the Miniſtry, be- 

came the young Man's Province in perſecuting 

y Times; from whence may not be urged, they did 

not Preach. | 

I ſhould ſay ſomething to this, becauſe ſome bad 

Men would blaſt the Office of Deacons in the pre- 

ſent Church: But it is a very unreaſonable Concep- 

tion ſome gainſaying Perſons entertain, that ſay, 

Such were only Officers, and no more than the 

Churches Deputies, put in truſt with publick Cha- 

fities to Aliens, Strangers, and Proſelites, with the 

Nature much of the Overſeers of the Poor; who 
might therefore be as well Lay-men, as Clerical. 

In this Conteſt, it is principally urged, St Stephen, 
was never mentioned by any Scriptural Expreſſion 
to have Preached ; and if this Man, the firſt Dea- 
con, did not Preach, other Deacons after him are 
not ſuppoſed to do it: But all this time rhe 7th Chap- 
ter of AFs is forgotten that was St. Stephens Sermon; 
and if it be ſaid, He was full of Faith, and Power, As. 8. 
and doing great Works and Miracles among the 
People. It is ſcarce to be preſumed he would be 
thus accounted of, and do theſe Things in ſuch 
Audiences, without Preaching : No Foc then can 
ſo eaſily ſilence this firſt Deacon, who is ſo Sacredly 
recorded to be a Perſon of greateſt Eminence. 
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Acts 8. 5. 


But was it granted nothing could be proved that 
St. Stephen preached; this yet avails little to the 
Cauſe, ſince it is certain, Philip, the ſecond in the 
Catalogue, did actually Preach in the very Expreſ- 
ſion of it; for this Deacon Philip, went down to 
the City of Samaria, and Preached Chriſt unto them. 
And St. Paul's Opinion no leſs renders the Matter 
of Deacons Preaching more inconteſtible, thus ſay- 


ing, They that have uſed the Office of a Deacon well, 


purchaſe to themſelves a good Degree: That is, they 
are promoted to be Presbiters; in other Words, as 
with us, are advanced to be Prieſts, which puts the 
Prieſthood upon the Deacons, as the beſt Com- 
mentatours do interpret it: And they Purchaſe alſo, 
ſays the Apoſtle, Great Boldneſs in the Faith; that 
is, Boldneſs to preach Matters of Faith without 
Fear: All which Expreſſions tend to ſignify in e- 
very learned Judgment, never contradicted, till of 
late, the intrepidity even Deacons had of Preach- 
ing the Doctrines of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Look we then into what Parts of the Words be- 
fore us we pleaſe, the further we enquire into them, 


the more we underſtand the State of Apoſtles, Preſ- 


biters, and Deacons, who Preached moſt, when 
the Church was moſt Perſecuted ; and we no leſs 
apprehend greater Evidences of Grandure, with Mi- 
niſterial attendances, diſtinguiſhed by various Offi- 
ces, nothing Inferiour, and little differing from 

reſent Epiſcopacy. It is well if more Miniſteries 
0 not ſeen with the Proſpect I give in the Primi- 
twe Age, than what will be granted by the State in 
the Preſent. It 
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It is almoſt Heinous to proceed further in the 
Text, and I find it had been better for fear of Of- 
fence to ſome Perſons, I had never ſtirred up the 
Contents of the Words before us; for the more is 
ſought into, the more ariſes ſuch Aſſertions, which 
the baſhful Church of Exgland would refuſe to 
make, in pure Honour and Reſpect ſhe ever paid to 
Chriſtian Soveraignty. 

For a ſeventh Order in this primeval Church to 
ſet up in her, no leſs than a Throne of Priviledges 
is comprehended under what the Genuine meaning 
of the Word Governments carries along with it. 
Nothing is more certain than what will admit of 
little Contradiction, that Chriſtians brought not 
Affairs of Property before Pagan Tribunals, as the 
State than was; neither contracted with nor truſted, 
as now it is, and as indeed ought to be, with moſt 
dutiful Subordination. 

To have Political Men in that wretched State 
of Perſecution was neceſſary, by Divine direction, 
with Governments, which, as the Text urges ; 
Cod has ſet in the Church, therefore by him ap- 
pointed; and theſe Church Magiſtrates became 
helpful to every Perfon in Cauſes, and all Law 
Caſes, if any ſuch there ſhould be among Chriſti- 
ans, rather than they ſhould put truſt in the Hea- 
then Magiſtracy. 

To reduce the Church to primeval Pattern, 
would be to give her above whar is Contracted for 
her, in her Concurrences with Chriſtian States; 
yea, a great deal more chan ſhe can have arrogance 
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in her to deſire. God forbid the Church ſhould 
be any ways reduced to what ſhe primitively was, 


in pure Veneration that is due to unſuſpected So- 


veraignty; for to leſſen Eccleſiaſtick Power, is not 


properly to reduce: becauſe the humble Church of 
England, if with any being at all, beyond all other 
Chriſtian Churches is brought; becauſe, within 
Dominions which ſubmit to Chriſt, moſt cheartul- 
ly to ſubmit her ſelf to loweſt Perogatives. 

To bring this Church back therefore to the prime- 
val Plat Form, will be too great a Bounty with Ac- 
cumulations, as in an Heathen Country of Rights 


into her Lap; but in a Chriſtian Dominion, ſhe 


has little claim to temporal Power, who can ſweet- 
ly truſt it in friendly Princes Hands. Suppoſe we 
then, Royalty ſhould as unſuſpectingly offer to re- 
ſtore her to the largeſt Juriſdiction, with Princely 
Favour, as far as once ſhe did Primitively claim 
ſuch is the Goodneſs of moſt innate Reverence to 
Chriſtian Princes in her, ſhe may with bluſhing, 
like the ſtayed Matron, pick and chuſe ſome few 
Trifles, not ſo much now, as in an Heathen Govern- 
ment Apoſtolically hers : but in ſuch a Sort ſtill, as 
to return the reſidue to benevolent State, that thus 
urges Favours, while ſhe humbly receives, as with 
vailed Modeſty, where Duty only teaches her not 
to require, and where commanding therefore would 
be too Imperious for her Character; in which In- 
tercourles ever has been, and I truſt in God, ever 
will be moſt inviolably kept up a moſt loving, If 
not a tenderly kind, becauſe on this manner, mutual 
complaiſance, He 
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He certainly is no true and genuine Son of this 
moſt venerable and Prince honouring Matron, who 
will harbour any unjuſt Suſpicions of Chriſtian, 
which Suſpicions were too well grounded of Pagan 4 
States: And [ believe, if St. Paul had lived, as we - 
now have the Happineſs to do, in ſuch flouriſhing I 
Times of Chriſtian Government, and Governours 
by us enjoyed; he would not have expoſtulated 
ſo angrily, as in the Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
with Chriſtians tor going from their own to Pagan 
Magiſtracies, where the Pauline Prohibition lies 
not to caſt Cauſes and Caſes, out of Court Spiritu- 
al into Temporal; as here to ſnatch them from 
Pagan Seats of Juſtice, that they may be laid before 
the judicature of the Church. 

Dare any of you, ſays this offended Apoſtle, 20 1 Cor. 6. 
to Law before the unjuſt, and not before the Saints 2 9 
meaning the Church. And if the World ſball be 
judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the ſmalleſt 
Matters? Know ye not, that ye ſoall judge the Angels? 
How much more Things pertaining to this Life ? If 
then you have Judgment of Things pertaining to this 


Life, ſet them to judge who are leaſt efteemed in the 4 
| Church. Is it fo, I ſpeak, to your ſbame, that there is 


not one wiſe Man among you? no, not one that ſhall 

be able to judge between Brethren 2 But Brother goes - 
to Law with Brother, and that before Unbelievers. _ of 
Primitive Chriſtians did then never repair to Inft.  - 24 
del States for Matters of Juſtice, but to prudent and 1 


faithful Chriſtians, exerciſed in Judgment; who 


were Judges ſeperate, and diſtinguiſhed from Pagan 
9 States, 
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States, ard who both by Authority and Counſel, 
took away all Strife. Theſe were ever preſent to 


the Church in Matters, which otherwiſe would be 


brought before the Proconſulls and Preſidents of 
the Heathen World. 

Thus was Chriſtianity floating upon the Waves 
of Perſecution with State Pilots, as well as Church 
Governours that aſſiſted, and kept it from going 
to the Courts of diſtruſted Pagan Empire. But the 
Caſe is different with our prefent Church, who dare 
both truſt and contract with her Princes; therefore 
ſuch a Licence ought not to be taken, which to 
aſſert, would be too rude, upon no occaſion given; 
when Suſpicions would be groundleſs, that cannot 
be ſo pgrged of Chriſtian States, as in Pagan Coun- 
tries. 

To lay claim then to ſuch Primitive Rights, 
would be to expreſs needleſsly ſuch like impions 
and proud Diffidence, which Rome ſhews moſt au- 
daciouſly to her Legitimate and Sovereign Princes. 
Rome will not only have all the ſtrickeſt Apoſtolick 
Rights, without diſtinguiſhing between Chriſtian 
and Pagan Princes; but adds Pride to diſtruſt, and 
Arrogates all, and more than all to her ſelf, be- 
yond thoſe of primeval Church, with Aſſertions 
not only of Temporal Goveruments within her ſelf, 
but Supremacy over other Princes within their own 
Dominions: which is a thing ſo very infolent, as 
that the Modeſty of the Church of Exgland did ne- 
ver put to her Lips, much leſs let down in order 
to digelt, 87 | 


Put 
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Put we this Caſe, that Apoſtles lived now, as 
we do, among Chriſtian Princes; whereas, they 
ſpent miſcrable perſecuted Lives under cruel Hea- 
thens. I yet preſume, to ſay, upon this Suppoſiti- 
on, That what Rules ſoever of Concurrence, dif- 


ferent from the audacious Maxims of Rowe, they 


now in our Age and Circumſtances may be imagin- 
ed to concert, and lay down with Chriſtian States, 
that might ſignify chearful Truſt and Confidence in 
them: The ſame Methods, I do ſeriouſly believe, 
in the very Identity of them, are now taken by the 
moſt baſhful and modeſt Church of Ergland ; who 
for that Reaſon, in the Caſe propoſed, becomes 
more Apoſtolical among Chriſtians: Phanks be to 
God, there cannot be the ſame cauſe td aſſert prime- 


val Rights, as among Pagans; becauſe by gracious 


Authorities, all Things are moſt happily, even to 
cvacuate every Chriſtian wiſh, tranſacted for the 
Churches good. 

It becomes then every good Chriſtian and Sub- 
jet, as they have great Reaſon to praiſe God for 
ſuch ineſtimable Benefits, of being placed in theſe 


latter Ages, under Princes ſo pions and worthy, as 


will not hearken to the vile Arguments of Gain- 
ſayers, Under the Benign Influences of ſuch Roy- 
alty, the Church can never be in Danger ; when 
willing Princcs, without intreaty, of themſelves 
are ready to contra& with Chriſt's beloved Spouſe 
for Safety, within their Territories and Dominions. 

To inſtance, in the ſweeteſt preſent Majeſty, that 


fills not only the Throne, but the Orb with plea- 
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ſing Refreſhments: She to whom the faithful Mem- 
bers of Chriſt, may ſecurely profeſs to pay the Duty 
of Non-Reſiſtance and Paſſive- Obedience, which is 
but Civil and Courteous, in all thoſe rigorous Aſ. 
ſertions, which were not denied to raging Emper- 
ours; deſerves to be entirely truſted, according to 
foregoing Contracts, by any true and Chriſtian 
Church, who a moſt unfeigned Member of it, un- 
der Chriſt, perpetually ſeeks to direct Things with 
concern for every Chriſtian End; As that the Or- 
der and Safety of the beſt of Cauſcs, which belongs 
to the Church of England, can never fail to be pro- 
moted, while are obſerved the Precepts of the moſt 
gracious wilt that cver adorned the Princely Breaſt, 
h , 

The eighth Station, that ſets up the primeval 
Church, as with Spires and Battlements, to be {een 
by every Nation under Heaven, was Diverſity of 
Tongues. „ 

Under this Gift were comprchended not only 
the Tongues, but the Interpretations of them, which 
Interpretations went through all Myſtical Prophe- 
cies, and other Scriptures ; and which Tongues 
were ſo neceſſary upon the Promulgation of the 
Goſpel, as that Knowledge could not be imparted, 
nor perfectly promoted without it, to all Nations 
of different Specch and Language. ; 

In theſe preſent Timcs, it becomes ſufficient, if 
ſuch Tongues be underſtood by Preachers, which 
the Holy Ghoſt was accuſtomed to make uſe of in 
Scriptural Records; and thoſe W 
Iecben 
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* 42 
Hebrew and the Greek Languages, to which the 5 
Latin may be ſubjoined, as by it is continued the . 
outward Commerce of Churches, throughout all 
Countries. Whether our Eſtabliſned Church docs | 
not arrive nearer to the Primitive one, than they 
who oppoſe it, in that ſure Token of Literature, I 
: the Diverfity of Tongues : Let the Labours and 
Works of the Learned, her Sons, decide the Debate. 5 
Or whether the ſimplicity of the Apoſtles conſiſted 4 
in being only Ignorants, not Perſons of Singleneſs 9 
Z 
bh 


in Integrity; when to theſe all Languages were an- 
nexed, above the Learning of all Univerſities, let 
the whole World judge. us 
The true Foundation then, acqrding to prime- 
> 4 val Pattern, becoming them, vb would ſucceed 
BS Apoſtles, that were not ſuch ignorant Men, as they 
are vilely repreſented ; is to get all poſſible Learn- 
ing with their Facility, as far as it is practible of 
Tongues. It is therefore no little Raſhneſs to mount 
the Stairs of Iuſtructing others, with no more than 
ones own, and ſcarce with that, when Grammati- 
cally conſidered. on 
1 am ſenſible, very ſenſible, I ſhould not be fo 
Jong explaining thele various Stations of Miniſteries 
with mutual atliſting Gradations, and promoting 
the Advantage of the General common good of So- 
cicty in Chriſt's Church, not without the Sinnili- 
tude of Members that are placed for the Benefit of 
the Human Body, in like manner as the Church does 
correſpond with Offices, which God has ſet there; 
firſt Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prophets, thirdly Teachers; 
| | cy | after, 
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cer that Miracles, then Gifts of Healing, Helps, 
Jovernments, and Diverſity of Tongues : But my 
great Deſign and Deſire, is, as far as lies in my 
Power, to place perfectly the Church of Exgland 
upon theſe, and ſuch like Authorities of the New 
Teſtament, which are the ſureſt, if ſuch may be ſup- 
oſed to be, of all the Foundations that can he p 
imagined. That Church, I am apt to Judge my 
ſelf, is moſt immoveably fixed, not to be ſhaken by 
any Foc, that is ſo divinely laid upon this Rocky 
Ground work. © | | 
But leaſt I be too preſſing upon Patience, which 
I would obtain Candour from, for Prolixity : I pro- 
ceed to the ſecond General Part of Diſcourſe, 
which is more zpplicatory to Practice. Since no 
Uſurpation of Functions can be from each other a- 
mong the ſeveral Members of the Body; neither 
ſhould any Perſon invade the Property of another 
in the Church of God. 


Are all Apoſtles 2 Are all Prophets? Are all Workers 
of Miracles * Have all the Gift of Realing, do all 
[peak with Tongues Do all Interpret? 

Things are urged with many Interrogations to 
convince Men by their awn Experience, through 
appeal to that, as a proper Teſtimony for what is 
ſaid, You lee, St. Paul might here urge, no Argu- 
ment is here inverted, as the thing it (elf declares, 
what by me is thus inculcated: Look ye upon 
Chriſtians, who are diſperſed through all Nations 
about you, together with them that — in — 
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e 
ſeveral Churches, that unitedly belong to Chriſt; 
and the Truth of the Argument may be apprehend- 
ect from thoſe very Miniſteries. Ef, 

If variety of Stations, upon the Inſpection, may 
be ſeen, filled by many Officers; no Church can 
then be founded with the Order of Society, with- 
out ſubordinate Gradations. As for Example, Are 
all Perſons Apoſtles, or do Prophecy, or Preach, 
or have Academical Faculties, or Miraculoufly heal 
Diſeaſes, or ſpeak different Languages, of are in- 
dued with Gift of Interpretation? Since the Church 
does not ſubſiſt by Perſons, who be all alike equal 


in Gifts, or in Stations; but rather in the Generali- 


ty of different Abilities, that one may be in feveral 
Stations of Office, ſerviceable to another. 


What is here ment, is next to be enquired; and, 


I think, the Apoſtolick Senſe may be comprized iri 
two Things, with which, I conclude this preſent 


Performance, | 


Firſt, No one ſort of Perſons, however they be 


gifted to ſerve Chriſt, can of themſelves be ſuffici- 
ent ſingly to do all Things, that are neceſſary for 


the Conſtitution and Preſervation of Society in the 
Church. 


Secondly, Miniſteries in the Church muff of ne 
ceſſity be fo differenced, as without variety the 
good of the whole cannot be accompliſhes, 


Fi, 
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Firſt, No one ſort of Perſons, however they be 
gifted to ſerve Chriſt, can of themſelves be ſuffici- 
ent ſingly todo all Things, that are neceſſary for the 
Conſtitution and Preſervation of Society in the 
Church, _ 25 | 

All other Membersthen deſtined to ſeveral noble 
Offices; was this to be granted, would be Super- 
numerary, and uſeleſs: On the contrary, from the 
Uſefulneſs of Offices, it follows, the moſt ſervice- 
able Members of Chriſt's Church, onght not to in- 
croach, as if they were qualified for every Thing ; 
for neceſlity of many Perſons in various Degrees of 
Offices, is conſtituent of Society, which Variations 
ſhould multiply in Proportion to the incorrigible- 
neſs of Worldly Sin. I this multifarious Aſpect of 
that one ſore Evil to Mankind, be but well conſider- 
ed, it would be very happy for Men, if there were 
not need of ſeveral more Offices in the Church, 
than theſe are; which neceſſarily are required with 
greater Numbers of Auxiliaries, and Helps, if not 
with almoſt infinite Multiplication of Miniſterial 
Guards, againſt ſo growing an Evil; when the 
Weeds of Chriſt's Garden and Vineyard riſe faſter 
than laborious Dreſlers of it, to pluck them up : 
Little therefore can be ſaid againſt the Multitudes of 
Degrees, that are to be found among Chriſt's Offi- 
cers in the Church; ſince every one of theſe have 
their Hands full of perpetual Buſineſs, and not too 
many Forces, at moſt, can be ſuppoſed to be drawn 
up; nor too good Order obſerved, when they ap- 
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pear for the Cauſe of Chriſt, and his Religion, againſk 


the bitter Enemies of both. Diſunion with contempt 


of others, and Schiſmatical Conteſts in the Church, not 
in the leaſt correſponding with that Harmony, which 
1s found among the Mcinbers of the Human Body, be- 
come dreadful Occaſions, by Chriſt's own Model: for 
Men to combine into a Church, with the ſtrongeſt 
Sinews of Society, againſt wicked Gainſayers, as theſe 
to him are ever profeſſed, and moſt peſtilential Enemies. 
Io diſſent upon the Pride of Gifts, is certainly a- 
gainſt the Argument of the Apoſtle, in the whole 
Chapter; becauſe ſo oppoſite to the Contexture in the 
natural Body. Theſe Things diſcover, it is then ob- 
vious, not only the real need, but the moſt concord- 
ing Harmony, that ought to be of Biſhops, Paſtors, 
Doctors, Deacons, and of all other Aſſiſtants wharſo- 
ever; who are called together to fight Chrilt's Battcls. 
againſt Sin and Satan: Without which, ſeveral Orders 
thus drawn, and put into Files, with the Names, not 
1mproperly mentioned, of Militant Church-Men, the 
Churches planted by the Apoſtles, could never ſublſiſt. 
The Condition of the Church, in what Age ſoever 
it be planted, is, as that of the Common- wealth, where 
Society is the ſame in both, and ought to be maintain- 
ed, as in the one, ſo in the other: And if all Com- 
mon- wealths ſtand in need of diſtinct Degrees, through 
publick Offices, I argue, That as ſome few wiſeſt Men, 
cannot uſurp alone all Parts of Government, becauſe 
too many, without equal Number, to thoſe Parts, of 
Subſtitures under them : So when Men cannot compre- 
hend the like neceſſity for governing the Society of 
Chriſtians, by diſtinct Offices in the Church, to ſerve 
the Ends of decent Uſe and Order. It 1s becauſe of 
ſtupid Ignorance, and the Deficiency lies only in the 
Intellect, that cannot by = moſt conyincing Argu- 
ments 
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ments be brought to comprehend the Reaſons of this 
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Order; not in the Church at all, that Places it, found- 


ed both upon Divine and Eternal Reaſons. 


But Secondly, St. Paul might here mean by theſe In- 
terrogations of the Text, which is the Thing inquir- 
ed; that Miniſteries in the Church, muſt of neceſſity 


be ſo different, as without Variety, the good of the 
Whole cannot be ſo well accompliſhed. Since both A- 


poſtles and their Subſtitutes, of ſeveral Sorts be neceſs- 
ary, I then urge, ſuch Variety, for the ſake of neceſſi- 
ty, can never be ſo detrimental, as of greateſt uſe to the 
Church of Chriſt. | 

No Occaſion can then rationally be taken of Diſcon- 
rent, at ſeeing the Lord's Field thus filled with even 
throng of differenced Labourers, in their various Offi» 
ces; where the Binder becomes as ſufficient in his Place, 
as he that Manages the Sithe, or reaping Hook; ſince 
all alike are for the ſame Ends employed. 

Should the Prelates of Churches, be ſappoſed, or 
taken for theſe Binders; the Office of theſe cannot be 
uſeleſs, which prevents ſcattering, in which Caſe, 


Thiſtles and Weeds muſt become the only hindrances 


to the carrying on of the Work: Ard if the Conſe. 
quence of ſuch Obſtructions be of greateſt Diſadvantage 
to the Lord's Harveſt, nothing but eternal Miſery can 
be thought to fall upon the Heads of ſuch obſtinate Di- 
ſturbers; ſince God muſt be provoked, when his Col- 
lection of Souls is thus Wretchedly diſſevered over the 
Face of the whole Field, 

The true Spirit of Chriſtianity conſiſts, in conſulting 
the certain and greateſts Benefit of this Spiritual Soci- 
ety; which prudential Temper, was it in every Chri- 
ſtian, would be not more ingenious, than incouraging 


to an uniyerſal Welfare. If Perſons in loweſt Stations, 


who 


* 


NN 
who have their own Souls to be concerned for, may 

be ſaved in the Church of England; which by none, ex- 
cept the Romaniſts, is ever denied: Such Maxims are 
moſt proper for them, in the ſtead of others moſt per- 
nicious, when they are conſidered; but they, moſt of 
uſe, that are moſt Beneficial ; The Fuft ſhall live by Faith, 
He that believeth ſhall be Saved, He that believeth not, Hall 
be Damned : Such as theſe are primarily to be learned 

with Humility and Charity when for Aſpiring further in 
rerence, which do not become their Station, rhere be 
ttle Grounds, 

A vain Affectation therefore in Perſons of Vulgar 
Underſtandings, to be Apoſtles, Teachers, Prophets, 
and what not; becomes no leſs preſumptious, and un- 
decent, than a deſire to be the firſt principal Perſons in 
other Societies, or the State, with inſolent Endeavours 
for it, would be accounted moſt prepoſterouſly wild. 
To admit Men of meaneſt Abilities, to ſuperiour Offices 
in the State, if Pernicious to it; little good ſurely can 
then ariſe from as weak Aſpirations to be Prophets, and 
Interpreters to the publick Society of Chriſt's Church; 
whole care is to appoint Men for nobleſt Offices; which 
ought to be wiſely, not vilely, or unworthily filled: 
no otherwiſe, but with Perſons of beſt adviſing, and 
moſt ſerviceable Litterature. SET 

Be all Chriſtians therefore with theſe Corinthians moſt 
cordially, and with the pleaſing Words of moſt kind- 
ly expreſſed Love and Good-will exhorted to lay aſide 
all Envy and Ambition, with more aſſiduous Applica- 
tion to more excellent Things, Humility and Charity, 
becauſe more becoming them; which, according to ad- 
vice, concluding one Chapter with Faith and Hope, 
cloſeing up another, are neceſſary for the Salvation of 
their Souls; with which Things, ſince their precious 
Parts are Immortal, and with the eternal — 4 
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theſe they ſhould be chiefly affected. It is Honour e- 
nough, as well as Benefit, to belong to Chriſt's Church; 
and thereby they may hope to be Partakers with all 
their Spiritual Governours of Heaven and Happineſs, 
where there will not be that need of thoſe Diſtinctions 
in the Society, that is both Supernal and Eternal here- 
after; which is a Reaſon ſufficient at preſent to be very 
well content with their Conditions, and therefore to 
Study to be Ornaments, in whatever Station they be, to 
that Chriſtian Religion, God hath honoured them with, 
by making them the very Members of his Son. As this 
would be moſt Chriſtian, ſo moſt agreeable with the 
Temper of this bleſſed Society, and the no leſs harmo- 
mous Corporation of Chriſtiamty ; Eſpecially of a 
Church, fo ſtrictly united and appropriated to Chriſt, 
as to the univerſal Head. 

Thus the grear King of Kings, and Lords, the ever 
adorable JESUS, ſo long as he ſees thoſe his faithful 
Subjects within the Boſom of his Spiritual Dominions, 
to live in Love and Unity, He will nor fail to inſtruct 
them, by Apoſtolick Men, Prophets, Teackcrs, Inter- 
prerers, and all other Aſſiſtants, he has ſet and appoint- 
ed over then, in the way to ctcrnal Happineſs; and 
at laſt gathering them to himſelf, they ſhall reign with 
him in the following Church Triumphant, in Propor- 
tion to their Filial Obedience to him, in the forgoing 


Militant, through Eterna! Ages. 


To him then with the Father, and Holy Spirit; he 
given all Glory, Honour, and Worthip, bv his whole 
Church, however diſperſed, as with one Mouth, and 
one Heart, for Eycr and Ever. Amen, 
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